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editorial 
" The time has come, the Walrus said. to 

speak of many things •••••••••• " 
Last Months Skysailor . 
Certification. 

Last Months Skysailor. 
Some explanation is due to members on the late 
arrival of Skysailor last month, or this month as it 
happens. This was due to an industrial dispute in the 
mail exchange where Skysailor is posted. So it was 
literally out of our hands. 
Whi Ie speaking of such matters - I have recei ved a 
number of phone ca lls and letters from members 
justifiblly upset by not having received Skysailor in 
the past months. I cer tianly hope they are reading this 
in their own copy now. 
However when I recei ve these enquires I take notes 
and pass them on to Richard Dakers, the HGF A 
Administrator. So to do the sensible thing here is 
Richards phone number during office hours. 

HGFA ADMINISTRATOR. 

(03) 583 2315 

Any enquires on current memberships are best directed 
to him. 

CER TIFIC A TION. 
October the first draws close and things must be said 
concerning the certification of gliders in Australia. 

Quoting from the minutes of the Annual Convention; 

"m.(ij) Motion: That the HGFA require, for all new 
gliders sold after 1st October, 1983, the then current 
US HGMA standards be accepted, with the sole 
modification that allows a more cost -effecti ve method 
of collection and presentation of the documentation 
data. 
Moved by NSWHGA Seconded by SAHGA 
Result Carried Unanimously." 

This is being implemented so that Australian pilots 
will have access to gliders which are proven safe by 
controlled testing and not the suck -it -and -see methods 
which have been used in the past. 
At one time it was thought that market and social 
pressure would force manufactures to test their 
gliders. But of course no pressure is there while none 
of the manufactures has a certi fied glider. 
As a result the only tooth that is available to the 
HGF A is Skysailor, or more accurately advertising in 
Skysailor. So, at last we come to the point. 

ADVERTISING POLICY. 
After October the first, no production line glider may 
be advertised in Skysailor, unless, to the satisfaction 
of the HGFA committee, it has meet the standards as 
layed down by the USHGMA at the time. Manufactures 
or importers of gliders that have passed other 
standards, should present the HGFA with a copy of 
the standards so that a comparision can be made, and 
conc lusions dr awn. 

0 .. 
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PA~T 2 

BY IAN J~.Rr~N 

.... the story continues . . . the two week reconnaissance 
and pre-trek organisation by the Tall Australian 
complete and the expedition members arrive in 
Kathmandu after a sordid stop- over in steaming pre
monsoon Bangkok. 

With noses rejecting the unfamiliar (or unpleasantly 
familiar) stench of this city, the group appear one 
by one, before the milling crowd of rip- off merchants , 
cabbies , beggars and customs officials (all of them 
looking identical) at the Arrivals Door to be immediate l y 
swamped by hands, eager to escort them (and their 
possessions) to hotels and places unknown. 

Retreating to the hotel and a beer in the safety of 
the Arch Bar , I am now barraged with quest i ons about 
the flying in Nepal ... the first chanter of this 
story was all I could relate to appease their 
appetite for answeres .. . . we were the first and as 
such , we would have to discover the answers .... i t 
was definitely new ground (or air) . 

A bit of Rand R discovering the more colourful 
aspects of Nepalese culture in Kathmandu , then on 
to the bus and back along the winding , nauseatina 
road of madness that leads to Pokhara . The trip 
and the after effects of Kathmandu indulgences 
seemed to take its toll and there were some seed" 
looking trekkers that started that late afternoon 
hike to Suikhet at the head of the Yamdi Khola 
Valley . 

An early rise to check and assemble gliders and 
equipment and then the hard c limb to our first taJ:e
off at the village of Dhumpus (6,000' ASL). The 
group was eager and made the climb in surprising time 
and by llam we were setting un at the grassy take-off 
looking down the terrace d hillside into a rocky 
canyon with Machhapuchhare and the main range 
lording over us behind. Already eagles were 
climbing out as the thermal cycles built. 

Unable to contain himself, and eager to be the 
first, Bob Silver launched into scrappy air to 
scratch away toward the camp site at Suikhet . The 
o thers waited for more soarable conditions as he 
disappeared from view. At 11.4Sam, Paul Murdoch 
and I launched with the remaining pilots all 
getting off by 12.30 and as we circled with the 
eagles, cruising along the ridge , I thought of ~ike 
Delay, lying ill at camp , probably watching us in 
bitter disappointment as we specked out. Eventually , 
getting used to the air, we became more adventurous 
and Bruce Wynne headed off back along the trail 
toward Pokhara , jumped across the valley and returned 
three hours later. 
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This had been a far more stable day than what I 'd 
observed nreviously with a heavy inversion and onlv 
light Cu ' s on the range .... we were eager to see "lat 
lay ahead . 

On Day 2 we walked . ... climbed up to Naudanda , then 
along the ridge checking out a top landing site ~or 
a return flight later in the trek ... . nearing 
Chandrakot , and our camp on the steep sides of the 
Hodhi Khola Valley , we detoured slightly to get a 
look at the launch for the next flight . There were 
some dubious looks as we walked out along the narrow 
promentary that ran out from the main ridge. A s~all 
shrine only 10 ' from the end meant that after pas~ ing 
your kite over the shrine , you had about 2- 3 steo~ 
before dropping over the edge .... more uncertain 
glances, as looking down into the narrow-high 
walled Modhi Khola , the landing area could not be 
seen. This flight was going to prove very 
demanding ... .. not only was the take- off the most 
daunting in terms of aspect, ie. short run , wings 

over ei ther side of the promontory it would be made 
with only the slightest hint of early mo rning 
convention . ... the Modhi Khola is a long canyon l ike 
valley about 5- 6000 ' deep leading straight up to t~e 

Annapurna ' s (26,000'). 

I didn ' t fancy the prospect of trying to land in 
such a tight valley under super-adiaba~ic conditions, 
so we set up early , just as the first sun hit the 
sheer walls above our launch. The landing was still 
deep in shadow as the katabatic eased at launch. 
Sweaty pa lmed and with a long deep breath, we 
committed ourselves to the drop ... that breath 
escaping as an exuberant yell, as the glider 
plurnrnetted, gaining airspeed and then arcing back 
toward the ridge ... clearing the ridge-end, I looked 
up in awe into the face of the Annapurna sanctuary 
and trying to steady my hand , shot off ~ dozen 
photos before returning to the reality of p+anninq 
a landing approach for the tiny green patch beside 
the pounding Modhi Khola .... it was ill planned and 
ill conceived , but the gods smiled and a dry boulder 
found it's way beneath my feet. And mine was not 
the only close call, as the boulders and rag ing river 
mixed the air , making the approach even more 
difficult than expected . There were some more h e ," -::
in-mouth landings with Mike Delay being saved from a 
ducking by a wingtip catching a boulder and spinning 
him back onto dry ground ..... brother Dave however 
pulled off a copy book landing, confirming that at 
least some of us were in control . 



The next days were hard foot sloqging up to the 
highest point on our trek at Poon Hill (11,000' AS1.). 
We made the final climb in time to catch the sun 
rising across the high Himalayas .... it was a sigh t 
I'm sure none of the group will forget .... the 
Dhaulagiri Massif misted at it ' s summit of over 
26,000 ' provided a most spectacular sunli t back 
drop as the group lined up for the traditional 
highest point photo. Chris MCMaugh, Steve Kennarn, 
Rob Schroatner, Bob Silver , Val Wallington, Bruce 
Wy nn, Mike and Dave Delay, Paul Murdoch, Bruce 
White and girlfirend Maralyn, Deb Smith (National 
Times Journo), Jo-anne of NZ, plus Lahkpa our Siro?r 
(head sherpa) and his crew of enviably fit sherpas 
and porters . 

We walked through Tolkienesque forests over foot ,,'orn 
stone paths. Travel l ed the ancient pony caravan 
routes side by side with Tibetan monks and tasslen, 
bell clonking pony caravans through the dark green 
and vivid red Rhododendrons down into deep , misty 
gorges and across swinging bridges above roaring 
cataracts .... these days , of quiet thinking along 
hard climbs left us , physically exhausted , muscles 
aching and demanding rest, but the magic of the 
Himalayas had spun its spell and it was with bliss~ul 
peace of mind that you wriggled into your coccoon 
like slee~ .... and drifted into mystic dreams . .. .. 

Hang glider pi lots can survive on aesthetics for only 
so long , and as the sky became more c umulus fillen 
each passing day , we accelerated our programme to 
arrive at our next flying site a day earl i er . 

Another fairly sheer launch with the convective 
breeze appearing to miss the TO as the nearby bowl s 
showed lots of activity and our streamers swingino 
limply from tail , to c ross then up-face , and back 
around again left us wondering what the lift is l i:~e . 

.... and it ' s a long, long , need some lift to get 
there, glide to a suitable landing. 

Bruce White and Steve Kennard scratched off along 
the ridge, Paul and I circled up above as Mike 
Delay came in for a top landing at the camp site . .. 
the turbulence and long fast high altitude ground 
effect had him grass skiing toward trees on the 
c liff edge .... stopping only feet short of disaster. 
Paul and I decided it would be prudent to wait for 
more stable evening air before giving it a go . 
Four h ours later we came back on a magic forest, 
glass- off- smooth unending lift was rising from the 
surrounding forest as we reluctantly pulled on speed 
to get down through this wonde r-wind to a warming 
cup of tea . Bruce and Steve however , soent the 
night in a village about 5 miles away , cold and 
a l one waiting for first light before climbing back 
up to find a launch and then join up with us in the 
air tomorrow, as we planned to cross over and land 
on the Naudanda ridge beside our next camp site . 
Unfortunately , this was beside the village and the 
top landing here , although large , rounded and smooth , 
was soon filled with a thousand dark faces .. .. a new 
game evolved - race past the landing area looking 
as though you are preparing to land at the village en 
then as the crowd stampedes in that direction, use 
your spare speed to throw a quick 360 and come in at 
the other end trying to unclip before the swamp ing of 
the return rush. 

Our last 3 days were spent flying from Sarangkot 
behind the town of Pokhara . We would cruise the 
ridges , or drift back toward the main range climbing 
to a solid base above the snow line at 14 , 000 ', wi th 
the mountains of the gods obscured by towering piles 
of cumulus high above us . Cruising around the 
valleys and ridges , finally descending in the evening 
over gl istening Phewa Lake and the Kings Summer 
Palace, to land on it 's shores beside the tents ... . 
to watch the sun set behind a building evening 
storm , and r ef l ect alone or chatter in small grouns . . 

Toes cold in a Sydney July as I write this and I 
realise our dreams escape us . ... almost as vivi dly 
as we imagine them ... . so I must return to retouch 
that masterpiece , The Himalayas!~ 

WINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWIN 

: SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION INC. 

Name .... . ....... . .. .. •...•.. It; 8'3 t(Jtte'tfj 
Address .... .. ..... . ......... , 1st Prize . . 500 ECHOES or 5300 Cash 

.......... .. . . .... . .... . .... ": 
or HANG GLIDING GOODS to value 5300 

Phone No .. .. . ...... . ......... . ; 
2nd Prize - 125 ECHOES or 575 Cash 

Promoter: S .A.H.G.A. Inc. 

Proceeds to: 
3rd Pri1:e ·· 40 ECHOES or 525 Cash 

South Austral ian Hang Gl iding : Procprcis in aid of S .A.H .G.A. Inl... 
Association Inc. , To he drawn Spo rts Administration Centre 

Resu l t s publ ished in "The Ad vprt iser" 

8 p.m. 15. 11.1983 

18 .1 1.1 983 
To be drawn on 15. 11 .1983 

Li ce nce No.A7223 l lc ence NO.A7 2?3 . 1500 tickets at 51.00 

Tickets available from SAHGA Inc, c/- PO Box 16 3 , 
Goodwood , 5034 , or from participating dealers in 
your area . Hang gliding goods may be selected from 
the dealer of your choice . 
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Greg Withers Take off into cloudy white yonder. 

Ulrich Kosmer landing at Trawool Pub. 

.~ 

" 

AN ULTRA-STABLE DAY AT WARRIGAL ROCKS, VIC, 
c..o • 

pilot debriefing. Photos P. Lissenburg. 



WHEN YOU SPEND 
A SMALL FORTUNE 
ON YOUR NEXT 
SUPER GLIDER •.. 

I. 

•.. MAKE SURE ITS 
NOT JUST A PALER SHADE 

OF PROBE. 

PROBE 2 FROM 

THE COMPANY SETTING 

THE PACE! 



Achievements 

Was the XC League a success? In view of the aims to 
encourage xc flying and gain a greater knowledge o f 
Australian XC potential, yes it was! 

The League produced 16 flights in excess of 100km, 
seven .more than last year , and three flights over 
100 miles. 

Pilot s are flying further, more often ! The winning 
averages this year far exceed last year ' s results. 
With the 8 flight requirement (81/82) reduced to 
5 (82/83), pilots still submitted several additional 
flights very near their average . 

Place 81/82 Average 82/83 Average 

1st 79.5 120 . 6 
2nd 74 104 
3rd 69 . 4 87 . 5 
4th 69 . 1 86.8 

Cloudbase , Moyes, Sky trek , Parachutes Australia , 
Dick Smith and PPHGA got behind the idea. A big 
increase in sponsors . 

Entries were received from four states. It ' s 
s i gnificant to note SA's first entries were received 
in this league. 

Once again, there weren't as many entrants as hoped . 
It seems apparent that the $15 entry fee was 
prohibi tive and the extra prize money unnecessary, 
whi ch may have led to the "I'm not going to en ter 
unless I can win" syndrome . We hope we ' ve overcome 
this prob l em with the "bare minimum" entry fee in 
the current l eague . 

The question remains will you help by entering this 
time? 

Many signif i cant xc flights went almost unnoticed in 
82/83 because they were not registered with the League . 

XC League 100 Milestones 

Dec 82 

Jan 82 

Jan 82 

Jan 82 

Nov 82 

Feb 83 

Bernie Beer 

Rob De Groot 

Ian Jarman 

106 miles 
(Bucklands Gap , Vic) 
156 mi l es 
(Bald Hill-Myrtleford,Vic) 
120 miles 
(Bald Hil l-Myrtleford , Vic) 

Jeff Scott 98 miles (close enough) 
(Bald Hill-Myrtleford ,Vic) 

Steve Blenkinsop 19 5 kilometres 
(Illawarra Hi ll, SA) 

Steve Blenkinsop 167 kilometres 

April 83 Bill Poole 
(Horrocks Pass, SA) 
178 .4 kilometres 
(Gresford, NSW) 
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Prizes ! Prizes ! Prizes! 

1st - $250 from Sky trek 
$125 XC League Prize Money - Steve Blenkins oo 

2nd - Flying Suit from Parachutes Australia 
$75 xc League Prize Money - Ray Chatfield 

3rd - Dick Smith CB Radio 
$25 XC League Prize Money - Greg Maloney 

4th - Encouragement Award 
$25 XC League Prize Money - Paul Kelly 

Encouragement Award 
Harness from Cloudbase - Bill White 

Pacific Palms Trophy 
Longest Flight in NSW - Bill Poole. 

Thanks to Our Sponsors 

Sky trek, Moyes, Parachutes Australia , Cloudbase , 
Dick Smith, Pacific Palms Hang Gliding Club . 

FINAL STANDINGS 

Division 1 

1. S Blenkinsop SA 
2 . R Chatfield WA 
3. G Moloney WA 
4. P Kelly SA 
5. B Poole NSW 

6. D Cummings NSW 
7 . P Mollison NSW 
8. I Jarman NSW 
9 . C McDonald NSW 
10. J Ganderton UK 

Best 5 Flights 

78,195,76,167 , 87 
142,106,69,60,143 
110,118,5055,100,64 
58,74 , 76,108 , 118 
41. 5 , 54. 3 , 96. 7 , 
178.4,37 
72 , 90 , 65.3 , 67 .1,110 
78 , 53 , 62 ,128 , 53.5 
74 , 65 , 28 , 51,133 
78,70,81 . 5 , 51 . 5 ,45 
26 , 71.5 , 45 . 5,112 . 5, 
44 

11. W Hill 
12. C Worth 
13. 'I O'Neill 
14 . R Mar t in 

VIC 60,52 , 67 , 54.6,14 
NSW 46,22,25 , 26 . 5 , 39 
VIC 62 . 5 ,18 . 2,109,28 
NSW 74 . 5,65,64 

15. R Barnes 
16. D Rottman 

Division 2 

1. W White 
2 . G Hubbard 
3. J Ritchie 
4. M Berry 
5 . T Rhodes 

NSW 36,22 , 22 , 32 
VIC 85 

NSW 57 , 133 
NSW 9 . 2 , 20 . 9,18 . 8 
NSW 21 
NSW 
Vic 

Average 

120.6 
104 
87.5 
86 . 8 

81. 6 
80 . 9 
74 . 9 
70.2 
65.2 

59 . 9 
49.5 
31.7 



FOR BUSINESS, 

... GET IT RIGHT 
FROM THE VERY 
BEGINNING, 

GYRO. 

FROM THE COMPANY 

SETTING THE PACE! 

OR PLEASURE ... 

SKYTREK "'"------
4 terrigal place 

engadine 2233 

The GYRO is not certified to US HGMA standar ds 



PRIZES! 

THE TASK 

CROSS -COUNTRY 
LEftGUE 

1st - On a Sky trek Glider - $250 
1st - On a Moyes Glider - $250 & Moyes Delux Harness 

Encouragement Award - Cloudbase, Parachutes Australia 

Longest Flight from NSW - Pacific Palms Memorial Trophy 

OTHER PRIZF.S 

PRIZES! 

Clock up the highest average straight-line distance 
from your best 5 flights. There's no limit to the 
number of flights you may enter . 

Under negotiation. Sponsors welcome. 

DOCUMENTATION 

Date of flight and take-off landing times. 6 figure 
map references are required for take-off and landing 
plus a general description of landing location , 
approximate distance flown, photo or barograph 
evidence optional. Official distances will be 
measured on Natmap 1:250,000 Topo maps. 

WITNESSES 

Name, address and phone numbers of take-off and at 
least two landing witnesses for each flight and 
only entries posted within 10 days of flight will be 
scored. Restricted to foot-launched, non-powered 
hang gliders only . 

RESULTS 

200 Miles 

Moyes and Sky trek have each put up $250 to the first 
pilot who flies 200 miles on their respective brand 
of glider. 

ENTER NOW 

Pilots, here is your chance to compete in a contest 
open to all, no need to leave your local sites, to find 
Australia's best XC sites and pilots. 

DATES 

From 1 July 1983 to 30 June 1984. 

Flight documentation will be examined by the Verifjcation Board and League position and distances publishedmonthl, 

AUSTRALIAN CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE ENTRY FORM 

HGFA NO -----------------
PILOT NAME ________________________________ _ AGE' _______________________ _ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________ __ GLIDER ______________________ __ RAT I NG ________________ __ 

TELEPHONE ______________ __ 

Entry Fees : $2 to cover administration and verification expenses. Entry fee and form must be received 
before or accompanying 1st fligllt-_ 

Make cheques payable to : 3rd Australian Cross Country League 
c/- Bob Barnes 
The Lakesway 
PACIFIC PALMS NSW 2428 

I , the undersigned hereby request permission to enter and participate in the Australian Cross Country 
League. I acknowledge that my participation is voluntary and that I know the risks and dangers of cross 
country flying, and that unexpected dangers may arise during the League. The decisions regarding when and 
where to fly and where to land are my own , and I accept all risks of injury to my person or others and/on 
property that may be sustained dur ing the League. I am aware of ANO 95.8 and Transport Australia 
regulations concerning operations of hang gliders . In consideration of the permission granted to me to 
participate in the League , I do hereby, for myself and my heirs , release the officials and sponsors of the 
League from all claims for injuries sustainc.~ by my person and/or property during my participation 

in the League due to negligence or any other fault. 

I F~VE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FOREGOING REQUEST AND RELEASE: 

SIGNED ___________ __ ___________ WITNESS ______________________________ DATE. ____________________ __ 
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PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAr~: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211-5555 

ITEM NUMBER U9 $259,00 
(WITH RECESSED PARACHUTE CONTAINER) 

SMALL 5'2" - 5'5" 

DEPLOYMENT BAG, ITEM U13 

BACK-UP CHUTE CANOPY, ITEl-l 

PACK & ASSEHBLE 

BALLAST COMPART~ffiNT, ADD 

DELUXE COCOON 
HARNESS 

Quality at the right price 

MEDIUM 5'6" - 5'9" LARGE 5 I 10" - 6' 2 " 

$15,5fJ 
P5 $375,00 

$15,00 
$25,00 

OUTSIDE COLOUR (CORDURA) . _____ .. ......... ... ......... -

INSIDE COLOUR (NYLON DUCK) ........................... . 

STRIPE (1) ........... . ...... (2) 

INSlaE 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 

NYLON DUCK 

RED 

YELLOW 

GREEN 

BLUE 

SKY BLUE 

WHITE 

SILVER 

BROWN 

BLACK 

TAN 

ORANGE 

CORDURA 

RED 

YELLOW 

LIME GREEN 

DARK GREEN 

ICE BLUE 

MID BLUE 

NAVY BLUE 

RUST 

SAND 

BROWN 

BLACK 

ORANGE 

NAME:.................................. .. .. DATE: ......... .. .. . .. . .... ... ... .....•... 

ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. CUSTOMER O/NO: ............. . .... ....... . . 

DESPATCH By: .............. . ............. . 

PHONE:....................... ... ........... RECEIVED: .. $ ............................ . 

RECEIPT NO.: .. .. ...... . ... .. .. . ...... . .. . 
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1983/84 Mt. BuffQlo 
Cross Country ClQssic 

MOUNT BUFFALO 

F£J)M Vf/(,A 517£ .8001( 

Wednesday 28 December, 1983 - Thursday 5 January 1~94 . 

It ' s that time of the year again when we start to think 
about the coming thermal season, of dreamed about 
flights come true and the promise of competing in 
Australia ' s premier hang gliding competition - the 
Mt Buffalo Cross Country Classic. 

Closing dates for entries are 1 November for Aust. 
pilots and 1 December for International pilots . All 
entries must include the $50 entry fee. Pilots whose 
entry is accepted , and who later require a refund, 
will receive $40 refund only if their place is 
subsequently filled . The other $10 will go towards 
the costs of the competition . 

All pilots must have paid their 1984 HGFA membershi ry 
before the competition starts. If pilots haven ' t 
received their cards, they should bring proof of 
renewal . 

As usual , pilots must fly with altimeter , parachutes , 
cameras and CB radios . CB radios should have channel 
14 American (for official use) and one other channel 
(for private use) . 

We will be staying at the Dennis Caravan Park , 
Porepunkah. If you wish to reserve a van or site, 
ring (057) 562235 . 

Send entries to The Class i c , 15 Heather Ave , 
Ashwood, 3147 . 

See you in January at Buffalo! 

and 

WESLEY HILL 
Classic Organiser 

STEVE RUFFELS 
Class i c Advisor 

Four years ago, the 1st Classic resulted in an 
unqualified success. Subsequent Classics have seen 
minor improvements in format , and major improvements 
in the ability of the pilots and their machines. This 
year, the 5th , we will be incorporating still more 
refinements to the popular Classic format. 

Phil Mathewson a t HGFA Convention 

Firstly , the dates for the 1983/84 Classic. The 
competition will start on 28 December so that the 
majority of pilots can have Christmas at home, and 
to take advantage of as many public holidays as 
possible. The 27 December is the official practice 
day . The competition will run for nine days , 
finishing on 5 January, 1984. The 6 January will be 
used as an additional day if there are a shortage o f 
rounds. 

The Classic is open to H5 pilots only. H4 pilots rna" 
be accepted as wind technicians . 

pilots who finished in the top 25 places from last 
year ' s Cl assic wil l automatically be eligible to 
compete in this year ' s Classic . Also there will be 
12 spaces reserved for International pilots. 
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(Af t e r t h e work was done) 
Photo Cr a i g Aitken. 
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As STEPHEN MOYES SOARS TO SUCCESS IN THE WORLD ARENA OF HANG GLIDING 
COMPETITION, so too does the price Qf what is destined to be Australia's if not the world 's most popular 
glider within the next twelve months. Now the Super Handling and Super Performing MISSILE GT retails 
for $1800.00. 

But fear not - mild mannered macho Moyes man - TONY HANLON - has a solution! If you are 
going to invest this sort of money in your new glider, you firstly want to know that itdoes really do all of the 
things that the advertising states plus live up to your greatest expectations. Traditionally, the delivery 
period of your new glider, once you have made your choice of brands, has been well stretched beyond the 
often quoted times of 3 to 4 weeks. Realistically, the delivery has always been 6 to 8 weeks. 

Now Tony's solution is quite clear-cut - Firstly he offers you the opportunity to fly his own 
personal MISSILE GT, which is a standard production machine the same as your new glider will be, not 
pre-production nor tricked-out factory models that will never see the hands of the average pilot like you 
or I. Secondly he offers you a choice of a new MISSILE GTfrom his substantial stocks of GT's in beaut bi
colours and radiant rainbows, which he can guarantee will be in your possession ready to fly this 
weekend . Every single MISSILE GT from his stocks has been test flown by 01' Stanwell, and given his seal 
of approval. 

IF YOU DON'T BELIEVE THE BULL - THEN COME AND FLY MINE FROM SOME OF AUSTRALIA'S 

MOST CHALLENGING SITES 

- WIDGEE (100 mile country) 

- MOTHAR 

- GUNALDA 

THEN BECOME A BELIEVER 

MOYES HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY TONY HANLON HAS THE GOODS 

Currently in stock now - the Coocoon harnesses from Sunset Gliders, Moyes 
Aust., and Parachutes Aust. Duncan Connections for those who don't own a 
MISSILE GT. Ultralight wheels from New Zealand, Hand Fairings for winter 
flights, and Poly/cotton drill flying suits from $100.00. 

Terms - 50% holding deposit - 50% on delivery to customer, Cash or 
Bankcard. 
Fellow Dealer enquiries welcome as I have continuous deliveries of popular 
MISSILE GT's on back order. 
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Horrocks 

So far this winter we have only flown Horrocks twi ce. 
The locals Rob Hibberd , Steve Blenkinsop and Phil 
Sjostrom, for various reasons, have not been able to 
get up there much either. The first winter trip saw 
Andy Mower , John (The Porn), Paul Kelly and myself 
camping in Melrose on Friday night, 11 June. The 
following day was the start of the Queen 's Birthday 
long weekend, along with a solar eclipse of 2S% from 
Ipm until 3pm. The temperature for the day was about 
lSoC and the sky was clear. 

PHILL- SJOSTR OM PUTTING ON HIS CO LD 
WEATH ER GEAR ON LAUN CH AT HO RROCKS 

Paul got John and his MKI Maxi off the hill first. 
This was john's first high altitude flight . For a 
H2 learner, he hung in low down with a few nicely 
executed passes , before landing on the expansive 
alluvial fan. Paul was next to launch , whilst the 
rest of us were forking around as per usu~l. He had 
been soaring at about launch altitude for IS minutes 
when I launched. Not long after he top landed and I 
started to sink. After about IS minutes, a long wa" 
below launch and a lot of cursing and swearing , I 
got back up. Looking down on launch feels much more 
comfortable than looking up at it. 

Andy launched next, unbeknown to me he had his lad" 
with him , which answered my initial question as to why 
he was not staying up in the small weak thermal s. 
For the next two hours , I had this huge portion of 
air , ligh t , tight thermals included , all to myself. 
On my own as far as human aviator ' s went , but the 
three resident Wedgetail Eagles were out patrol line 
their patch. They had me concerned for a short 
time when they were up behind me, but most of the 
time t h ey were j ust cru i s i ng . Due to the col d 
weather and a Japanese bladder , I landed before 
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pass 

Peter Silezki, who arrived in the middle of the 
afternoon with Rowly Jones , had time to get off . 
Rowly did not get off because, due to his late 
arrival, he didn't have a driver. Paul cou ld not 
fly again because he lent his harness to Andy ' s ladv. 
There was some nice thermal activity that day, despite 
the cold weather. It was heightened during the ea~ly 
afternoon when the 3/4 sun was shining directly on the 
face. The next day would have been primo flying at 
Horrocks, but due to a testicle hitch, we went south 
to Illawarra Hill. I had 2~ hours magic winter 
thermalling that only Horrocks could offer. Sunday 
we had some good ridge soaring with Kevin Cowie and 
his two pupils from the Melton Academy of High Qllality 
Hang Gliding . 

The next expedition to the mid north was on July 18, 
the party comprised of Paul, Rowly, Richard (Kelp 
Head) Murray, Rob (Woody) Woodward, Ross and myself. 
We met Phil at his home in Melrose. A la~ge high "'as 
centred over the NE of SA and the forecast was fo~ 
light northerlies. We set up a various assortment 
of divers at a leisurely pace about midday in almost 
nil wind and variable at that. In a couple of hou~s 
the still wind, clear skies and 200 C changed to an 
endless street of clouds , the length of Flinders 
Ranges and some small cycles IIp the face. Unfortunately 
launch was shaded and the cycles were too light to 
launch in and expect to stay up . As the sun moved 
west and the cloud moved east, so the cycles came 
up the face stronger - bewdy ! 

LOOKING SOUTH FROM ABOVE HORR0CKS 
MT. REMARKABLE IN THf BALkGHO UND 
WED GETA I L E.lI,GLE PI "IHE FOREGROUND 



LOO KIN G EAST, ABOUT 600 ' ABOVE HORROCKS 
RICHARD MURRAY SKYING OUT IN THE BACKGROUN D 

Paul dove first , followed by me (as soon as he had 
mapped a good thermal for me to move in on). Very 
early we got to 1300 ' AGL, yet the others were still 
on the ground . Woody was next , but I think he took 
off into a light cycle . He put un a valiant fight 
against gravity , but eventually reached the ground 
albeit prematurely. The other f01lr got off and had 
some good air with Kelp Head in his Mega II and 
Rowly in his Swift , committing grand larceny on a 
whole heap of alti"ude . 

As the light sea breeze carne in, again I was left 
alone with the local wedgies sharing some smc'oth but 
dying lift. 

One of them was either very old or had been in a good 
o l d scrap , he had a piece of his wing missing , 
equivalent to the rear half of the No . I panel of a 
glider . Yes ! He was still an expert aeronaut 
compared to my performance . It was a good day ' s 
flying and good to get some quality thermalling in 
the depths of winter. 

DERt10T MEANEY 

COMPETITION DIRECTOR 

Competition Director required for the Mt Buffa l o 
Cross Cou ntry Cl ass i c . The suitable applicant 
wou l d have ideally competed in the Classic 
previously , .and be capable of co- ordinating the 
other offlclals and deciding on each day ' s task . 

Apply in writing to: The Classic 

15 Heather Avenue 
ASHWOOD VIC 3147 
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SUNCOAST HANG GLIDERS 
Stan Roy, mS.12071 ChevaIIum Road. 

PaImwoods 4555 phone 071 -459185 
NEW MODEL DELUX FAIRED COCOON $225 
(RECESSED P'CHUTE CONTAINER AND BALLAST 
AND STORAGE BAGS) 
INNOVATIVE 'SAFETY LOC K'@DEPLOYMENT 
SYSTEM WITH DOUBLE SAFETY PIN RELEASE 
ON INITIAL PULL OPENS MUCH MORE EASILY 
WITH ONE INCH VELCRO CLOSURE, COMPARE 
THE OPENING PULL REQUIREMENT WITH THE 
NORMAL TWO INCH VELCRO CLOSURES, IS 
YOUR NAME SAMSON OR SIMSON? DON'T KID 
YOURSELF THAT THE AFRENALIN RUSH WILL 
MAKE IT EASY, CONSIDER THE REPORTS OF 
PILOTS WHO WERE IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 
WHO FOUND IT VERY DIFFICULT TO OPEN 
THEIR PARACHUTE CONTAINERS - DISORIENT
ATION,VERTTGO, RED-OUTS, GREY-OUTS AND 
CENTRIFUGAL FORCE ARE FACTORS LIKELY 
TO BE WORKING AGAINST YOU, 

HAriD FAiRiriCiS $38 

* Made of high qual ity 3/ 16 nylon bonded neoprene. 
Keeps your hands warm in any conditions. 

* Inner pad insulates your hand from the bar and grips 
tight. 

* Eliminates the need for gloves or mittens . * Your hands are free to launch, take pictures, use 
your C.B. or DEPLO Y YO UR CHUTE! 

* You choose, in flight. whether to wear your hand 
fairings or just slide them to the side. 

CERTIFIED HELMETS $45 

THE SUNCOAST LIGHTWEIGHT HANG GLIDING 
HE[MET 
AT LAST A HELMET DESIGNED FOR HANG 
GLIDER PILOTS THAT PASSES A MEANINGFUL 
STANDARD, THE AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS 
ASSOC As2063, AND INCORPORATES THE 
MOST DESIRABLE FEATURES, 

- GOOD EAR EXPOSURE FOR HEARING, 
- No PRESS STUDS ACROSS THE FRONT 

(WHICH WEAKENS THE MOST LIKELY IMPACT 
AREA) 

- GOOD V TYPE RETENTION SYSTEM 
THAT RESTRAINS HELMET FROM BEING PUSHED 
FORWARD, 

GENUINE SCHOOL DEALER ENQUIRIES INVITED 



From the Safety 
Director: . 

This month I have a more complete story on the 
parachute deployment which happened earlier in 
the year. Perhaps this is a reminder that we 
should have our parachutes repacked periodicaly . 
So that due to Murphy's Law we may never need 
them. 

SAFE FLYING, 
ULRICH KOSMER, 

Following is a report on a parachute deployment 
which took place at Mt Buffalo at about Ipm on 
Wednesday, January 5 , 1983. Some of my recollections 
are hazy and these will b e indicated by underlininn . 

I was participating in the Mt Buffalo XC Classic and 
was flying from Mt Buffalo on a northerly trade towards 
Mt Stanley. No severe turbulence had been encountered 
and thermals were gradually improving in strength and 
height . Over the township of Eurobin with a height 
of 5000 ' ASL , a thermal of 200- 300 FPM was encountered . 
The entry to the thermal was gradual. The thermal 
improved with height and eventually a centre of more 
than 1000 FPM (the max deflection on my vario) was 
cored. Although this was the strongest thermal cored 
that day, the ride was relatively smooth. At 9000 ' 
ASL the thermal topped out and I left it. 

A short time later (30 seconds - 2 minutes?) , I was 
relaxing , flying at 25- 30mph , when I hit severe 
turbulence . I went weightless, lost grip of the 
A frame , and hit the keel. My next r ecollection is 
of lying on my back on the sail of the inverted 
g lider, with my head towards the back of the keel. 
I do not remember anything of the inversion or 
indeed of worrying about that possibility - it just 
happened. 

Having come to terms with mine and the glider ' s 
altitude , I considered two options: move my 
weight to the right of the glider , or deploy 
the parachute . I quickly dismissed the former 
because I seemed to be in a perfect deployment 
situation (not spinning and structurally intact) 
which would get worse. 

I visually located the parachute handle and threw 
the chute over my head behind the keel. Th e parachute 
lines straightened up immediately but the parachute 
seemed ~0 take 1-3 seconds to fill out. The parachute 
was repacked 3 months previously by myself, and 
manufactured by PA. 
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ULRICH KOSMER. 

Upon deployment the glider righted in a nose down 
attitude . At this stage , I had my feet halfway up 
the A frame and my back against the keel . The 
parachute handle was pressing my right arm against 
the undersurface of the sail . Fearful of breaking 
it when I eventually reached the ground , I 
disengaged it. 

After descending under canopy for about 1000 ', the 
glider began oscillating in yawing motion 
disconcertingly. This was controlled to some 
extent by placing my feet in the A frame corners 
and using weight shift. 

At about 1000' AGL I realised how fast the ground 
was coming (say 1000 ' fpm). At this stage there was 
a possibility I would land in a paddock so I decided 
to climb to the A frame and keel to get away from 
impact. This did not eventuate as I landed in trees 
about 100 metres from be paddock . Just before 
I reached the trees , I hunched into a ball with my 
arms covering my face in an attempt to avoid being 
impaled by the gums. 

My journey thro ugh the trees was fortunate. The 
glider was caught 3 times before hitting the ground , 
the last being only 10' above the deck. Also I landed 
on a sapling which broke the fall. This was 
fortunate too, because the A frame base landed on 
the back of my legs. 

After unhooking I walked to the paddock attempting 
to radio that I was OK . The message was not received . 
Once in the paddocks I lay a yellow jumper and blu(' wind 
cheater on the ground and began to wave. This wa s 
not seen. Eventually I was located by Steve 
Blenkinsop who flew his g lider down, and Mrs Denni s 
who drove . 



Damage to the glider was minimal . The sail was 
torn in two places and the A frame was bent. Both 
these presumably due to the trip hrough the tree>' . 
Also, both luff lines broke in the middle. This 
indicates to me that the inve~sion broke them and 
explains why I stabilized upside down . Without the 
luff lines . the cent~e battons would have reflexed 
the wrong way allowing the glider to go inverted. 
At the time of writing . the g lider is being stripned , 
inspected and repai~ed by its Manufactu~ers. 

Damage to the pilot was also minimal . bruising and 
ab~asions to arms and legs and a so~e back. 

A~e the~e any lessons to be learnt from this 
episode? Perhaps a few. 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

After such a strong thermal I should have been 
ready for turbulence, which I was not. Had I 
maintained a grip . perhaps the inversion may 
have been avoided (although conside~ing the 
ferocity of the turbulence . I doubt it). A 
suggestion that we use bindings as on ski 
stocks ta maintain contact with the base bar 
may have merit. 

The parachu~e seemed to take too long to deploy . 
In future , I ' ll get qualified parachute riggers 
to pack it. 

The luff lines were not strong enough. While 
perhaps strong enough to pass the certification 
procedu~e , they failed in this dynamic situation . 

Structurally the glider was sound. With a pilot 
weighing 87kgs and another lO-15kgs of gear. 
the glider survived a very severe shock loading. 

The glider pilots flying above did not see me 
walk into the paddock and signal. If they had 
been scanning instead of looking at my glider , 
news of my safety may have been more quickly 
passed on . 

APPENDIX TO REPORT 

The glider has since been checked and found 
structurally sound . Only the A frame and some bolts 
needed replacing. 

I must thank Steve Blenkinsop who wasted his chance 
in the contest to land and mak e sure I was OK . Steve 
is very competitive. but he did not hesitate to assis t . 
A public acknowledgement of my thanks is long 
ove.rdue. 

Mrs Dennis and her family also are owed gratitude . 
They were concerned and caring. Thank you ! 

ROB DANAHER 
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HANG GLIDING 
ACCESSORIES 
D.O.T. approved (No. 2235) Parachute harness 

and canopy manufacturers 

The Back-up Chute 
CANOPY AND BRIDLE ONLY $375* 
DEPLOYMENT BAG $15,50* 

BACK-LP SHUTE CONTAINER $24* 

Deluxe Prone Harness 
$9~,50* 

STIRRUP $10* 

Altimeter 

H"\~Ir- LnG? 
HANf LOOP 
HMlr- LOI)P 

$92,50;' 

11" 
16" 
20" 

t3 , 50 * 
$3 ,50 * 
$ll, or) * 

Adjustable Hang Harness 

IDEAL FOR TRAINING SCHOOLS 

$49,50 * 

Kite Bag 
$60* 

*IF IT'S NOT LISTED ASK US 

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAr~: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE. , SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211-5555 
Prices include Sales Tax 



HGAWA 

Once agai n the w~nter weather has n ' t. been too good 
for us , b u t th~t hasn ' t de t erred a few more learners 
from showing up at the mee t ings over the last 
coupl e of mo n t h s . One membe r down from Geraldton 
will be ob taining details o f a coup l e of potential 
inland sites. Meanwhi le , Ray Chatfield is formally 
app l y i ng f or an inland s i te near Geraldton . 

Five flier s recently search ed a l ong the sou th coast 
and repor t ed find i ng a couple of excellent sites 
2~-3 hours d rive from Perth . These sites are in 
Nati onal parks , so members of the Executi ve are 
writing submission s in o r der to gain these sites. 

Having l ost a local coastal site in the northern 
suburbs due to a complai nt by ONE nearby resident , 
Mike Sabin is making a submission to t h e Wanneroo 
Shire to secure other small coastal sites in the 
a r ea . In d i scussions with Mike , t h e Shire made 
c l ear i t ' s concern wi th probl ems of erosion in 
these areas , so p i lots are reminded to consider 
t his when us i ng these sites . At present the 
Department of Conser vation and Envi ronment has 
dune restorati o n p r o j ects at var i o u s a r eas along 
t he coast . It is i mportant t h a t a ll members be 
cons i derate t owar ds t h e protectio n of t h e 
environment if we are to retain coas t al sites , l et 
a l one gain mor e . 

Hopeful l y we shou ld be abl e t o commence work on dune 
restoratio n at Sh e lleys (Alb any) late Sept ember. A 
coup l e of membe rs will be going down to Al bany soon 
and wil l e ndeavour to es tabli s h what materials and 
l abour t he l ocal Shire will provide . This will 
dete rmin e what f unds the Club wi ll have t o prov i de. 
Obv ious l y it i s i mport an t tha t a s many me mbe r s as 
possible a r e availabl e to he l p on this project, 
s i nce the good publicity we get wi l l be inva l uable 
when makin g submi s sio n s f o r other s i tes . 

STEVE EDWARDS 
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

Dear Ed 

The SAHGA Safety Committee would like to remind all 
pilots to think carefully before selling an old or 
outdated glider. 

First l y , consider the airworthiness of the machine 
with regard to it ' s general condition. It is your 
obligation to ensure that it is in good flying 
condition before offering it for sale . Secondly , you 
should perhaps stop to consider the a i rworthiness of 
the design of the glider in comparison with those 
being manufactured today . I know that this is largely 
a question of individual opinion and ethics, but 
how would you feel about selling a glider which you 
know wouldn ' t even go close to passing certification? 
For that matter , how would you feel if the thing 
tucked or diverged and killed the poor sucker that 
bought it from you? 

Finally , even old gliders had minimum recommended 
ratings , and it is your duty to ensure that a 
potential buyer has aChieved that leve l of sk i ll 
before selling the glider . Bear in mind that he may 
have just f i nished his basic training in a Mar s or 
some similar sophisticated glider, and may not be 
able to adapt quickly enough to the savage t i pstall 
of your old glider . 

So if you ' re thinking of selling , or , even givi ng 
away that old glider , spare a thought for your 
fe l low pilot , ask yourse l f whether you' d like t o be 
f l ying it , and then turn i t into a l andyacht . 

ANDY MOWER 

To the Ed , a nd Wuffos. 
SA Saf ety Director 

I ve b een fly ing for about a y e ar now (se-
ven months to be exact). And thanks to a couple 
of mates who just happen to be safety officers 
1 now hold a current H4(vic) . Being the deveious 
s ort, Ive managed to launch from H4 sites unscathed 
a nd unquestioned ! Tm a very enthusiastic 
flyer, and in the y ear Ive bee n fly ing Ive 
never in my life met such a pac k of apathetic 
boring , gro up of conformi st,s ! Why worry about the 
DOA o r DOT or Transport Aus , (what ever they , r e 
named this week).How can they prove its YOU 
flying in controlled Air Space , Ive flown i n 
CAS,heaps and never spotted one plane. lve 
landed in crops of sunflowers-{helps to prevent 
bent uprights) . Who cares about the farmer , I II 
never l and in the same p l ace twice . What 1m 

trying to say i s dont be p ath e ti c conformi st , s 
break a f e w rules, get high , fly far,enjoy 
yourse l f .. . . . . from the Ned Kelly o f Hang 

Gliding . . . Nod ........... 



CROWEATERS CORN ER 

Since June we have been busy, busy, busy, and even 
managed to get some flying in as well . For the 
pilots prepared to make the trip, Mt Horrocks has 
been surprisingly consistent and the pilots who have 
been flying it should have it wired for this summer. 
The skills will really have to be honed if anyone i s 
going to beat the new world record of some 220 mil e s 
(whew! - and we thought 200 miles was going to be 
enough to get that $5000). The way to tackle flyi ng 
Horrocks for the Adelaide dwellers is to get organi sed 
during the week, so as many pilots as possible can 
pack into as few cars as possible (the old sardine 
trick!). Before going up the mountain permission 
should be gained from the owner Mr D Herde of 
Stirling North. Pilots who get lifts to the top 
in 4WDs can expect to pay around $5 for privilege 
of not wearing out their own car . Indeed , the 
fewer vehicles on top, the better, as drivers are 
always scarce. Phil Sjostrum of Melrose has a good 
knowledge of the area and can usually manage to get 
a driver , so contact him if you are contemplating a 
trip to Horrocks. 

Adelaide Flight , our new training school has 
completed it ' s first courses very successfully and 
we hope this will help the Club ' s membership to grow. 
Kym and Phil have been using the mid North area 
around Lochiel with good results and they hope to 
have their second Mars soon . Also in the mid North is 
Kev Cowey expatriate Victorian who has decided to 
settle in Melton and corrupt the locals - welcome 
Kev. 

Ross has been flying his new GT and seems very raot 
in it - if he can just make the latest adjustments 
to it , I ' m sure he ' s going to be very competitive . 
Speaking of gliders , anyone wanting to buy one (or 
any gear) , is directed to the used glider index 
which has a comprehensive list of gliders and 
equipment for sal e. People wishing to advertise in 
the Index should get a form from an Exec Committee 
member and pay $l to place an add (which stays there 
until sold). 
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Pilots should also be aware that the Club radios 
can be hired for weekends, see the Exec for rates. 

SAHGA is currently running a lottery to raise funds 
and tickets are available from the Executive 
Committee or for Interstate pilots from our office 
address. 

We have also applied for a grant from the Dept of 
Recreation and Sport to aid us in buying some fir e 
fighting equipment for the coming summer. 

The grant for the Administration Officer has been 
approved and I am now employed on a part time basis 
to promote the aims of the association and help 
expand and professionalise our sport here in SA . 
I welcome any thoughts, ideas , comments and 
constructive criticism from members. In the near 
future a questionnaire will be sent out to SAHGA 
members to facilitate this process. 

We have received a reply from the DC of Willunga 
with regard to the Mt Terrible road and needless t o 
say , they were not particularly sympathetic to our 
request of improving it. They stated that they 
would not improve the road because they wanted to 
discourage inexperienced drivers using it!! 

R WOODlvARD 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 

STATE CHAMPIONSH IPS 

COMP ETITION DATES 

1 & 2 OCTOB ER 

8, 9, & 10 OCTOBER 

IS, & 16 OCTOBER 

SNOW TOWN AREA SATURDAY ~ORNING 

8.30 SHARP 

ALL HELCOME 

SA. Instructor's Workshop 

DATE 24 & 25 SEPTEMBER 

CONTACT S.A. H. G.A. 



Queensland News 

Observing Si te Ratings 

It has come to the att ention of the QHGA Executive 
that Safety Officers and some newly Certified 
Instructors have been allowing , and in some cases , 
encouraging HI ' s and new H2's to fly off H3 rated 
Inland Sites , mainly Rosins and Mt Tamborine. 

We would like to point out that in the case of HI's, 
this is contrary to the HGFA Regulations and these 
SO ' s and Instructors are risking their status. 

In the case of H2 ' s , this is only permissable in verv 
mellow conditions , where the H2 is under instruction 
or going for a H3 rating test. The Instructor or 
SO should also be sure in his or her own mind that the 
trainee is capable and ready to execute the flight. 
Also the question should a l ways be asked of the Student 
if they feel ready for the flight. 

If this sounds heavy to you, consider some of the 
possible consequences : 
1. The student could fly into the HT power lines 

just left of take-off and get fried (several H~ 
pilots have come close at Rosins) 

2 . Loss of one of the best SE-E sites in SE Qld. 
3 . The Instructor could be sued for Negligence 

and any $ and property and most of the $ he 
may earn for the rest of his life, as he is 
obviously not following the HGFA guidelines. 

In the case of sending off Hl ' s, this is blatantly 
contravening HGFA policy which only allows pilots to 
fly sites rated one above their existing rating when 
they are doing a rating flight test for their next 
rating , ego H2 may fly H3 site for rating test if he 
has passed H3 theory, see HGFA Handbook, Chapter 7 . 1. 

The Executive has discussed and considered the matter 
and if verbal warnings are not heeded , then more 
serious action will have to be taken. 

STAN ROY - Safety Director 
TED McALLAN - Coachino 
Director and HGFA CO-Ord . 
HEATHER McALLAN - QHGA Sec. 
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Rating Changes 

Peter MacDonald 
John Solomon 
Phillip Farquharson 

Hang 3 

Paul Dimech 
Glen Craig 

Safety Officer 

Gordon Preston 
"Windswept " 
YEPPOCN QLD 4703 

Frank Motika 
Geoff Tullock 

Peter Werner 

Brian Duffy 
PO Box 201 
BlLOELA QLD 4715 

public Hanging & Parachute Seminar 

QHGA will be holding a Parachute Seminar on 9 
September 1983 at the Brisbane Yacht Club , Quay St, 
Bulimba , starting at 8pm , sharp . 

The seminar will be conducted by the infamous and 
bearded one, Stan Roy , a man of much experience with 
parachutes and other devices . There is a good 
possibility that you may get your chute deployed and 
repacked for free . A few of you will be "Hung", 
drawn, and we are looking into the possibility of 
quartering , so you can deploy the chute yourself. 
If you own a chute or not, this course should be 
attended by all, and if you have ever wondered what 
QHFA does with your $6 per year fees, well this is 
part of it. So come along and get your money ' s worth. 
The Club Bar will be open . For more information, 
phone 3955892 . 

r---~THE 

HANG GLIDING 
CENTRE 

QLD. 
SALES, SERVI CE, FLYI NG LESSONS , 

Agent for "-

SKYTREK SKYLAND 
PRONE HARNESSES- STIRRIP TYPE $100 

ai - COCOON $125 
:oEQr_!Jle_ QLs~ernll!g Yjl9! _ 
.~ -ALL SUNCOAST ACCESSORIES 
C'C 
> 

AVAILABLE EX, STOCK BRISBANE 
« EG, -HELMETS $40 
<1> 
(J 
c 
C'C 
c 
u. 

WIDE GATE CARABINERS $9 & $10 

HANG LOOPS, BOOKS AND LOTS MORE 

12 COATES ST, MORNINGSIDE 4170 
(07) 3955892 



Eungella 
Eungella - North QLD Hang Gliding Championships 

Date 
Entry Fee 
Requirements 

7/8/9 October 1983 
$12 
Competition is open to any Hang 4 & S 
pilots with a serviceable altimeter 
and parachute. 

Eungella is on once again and the organizer Graeme 
Etherton is looking forward to a great week of flying 
for all . Practice will be on for the week before 
the comp and we have applied to DOA for special 
height clearances for this week and the comp itself. 
More about that later. The ramp at Eungella has been 
enlarged for easier take-offs. 

The comp will be run similar to the last years , with 
pilots flying for two sets of trophies. The main 
trophy being the "Ian Cameron Memorial" going to the 
pilot with the longest single flight out of the 
valley. The second set of trophies are for the greatest 
total distance for the three days. 

Sponsors are starting to donate cash towards trophies 
with Owen Faux of the Chalet donating $200, also all 
entry fees go to buying trophies and prizes. 

Accommodation at the Chalet is available , the rates 
being Motel Double $35 , Double $25, Twin $25 , and 
Single $18. Phone (079) 584509. Also camping at 
the Valley View Caravan Park, phone (079) 584542. 
Three on-site vans are available, Double $16 and $1 
per extra person . Tent Sites with Power, $5 per 
person, Without Power $4 per person. 

For further information contact Graeme Etherton , 
phone (077) 751224 . 

The Chalet donation now $1000.00 
J'J/ Ian Haird of HEAD 

P,f<s & 
J'J' 

WIND HANG GLIDERS 

$ 75.00 H.G. EQUP. 
TROPHY. 

'-

Ij) donat i on 

-------------------------

Cairns 
Cairns XC Competition 

After Eungella take a drive to sunny Cairns. The 
Cairns Hang Gliding Club will be holding the First 
Cairns XC Compo The comp will start on 14/15/16 
October . 

Take-off 2300' above a valley floor of 3000 ' . The 
possibility of making a great XC flight is unlimited. 

The Cairns Club is 30 strong and looking forward to 
seeing as many pilots as possible to enter into a 
great weekend of competition and flying. For more 
information, contact CHGA , c/- 60 Hillview Crescent, 
Cairns. 
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Rainbow 
The Rainbow Derby 

"Dont be Lonely , Don't be blue , why don ' t you come to 
Rainbow too?" 

QHGA will be holding the First Rainbow Derby at 
Rainbow Beach for a week starting on Boxing Day and 
carrying on to New Years Day. And "Carrying On " is 
the best way to describe this week . A week of crazy 
competitions and fun flying. 

So keep 26 December 1983 to 2 January free and if you 
are not going anywhere, come and join us . More info 
next issue. 

Accommodation - As the caravan park at Rainbow will 
not take a booking for a caravan or camping site for 
less than two weeks , anyone wishing to book for same, 
can find good accommodation at Tin Can Bay Kingfisher 
Caravan Park, for as long as they wish. Phone 
Margaret (071) 864 198. Some pilots are booked into 
this park . 

Spastic Appeal Fly-a-Thon 

Yet another successful fly- a - thon has come to an 
end with a record amount raised by the 60 Hang Glider 
pilots who took part in this event. Miss Rosalyn 
Marshall , a Miss Qld entrant who approached QHGA and 
the Nobby Club for their support in this fund raising 
venture, was very impressed by the assistance and 
money raised by the pilots taking part , and wishes to 
thank them all on behalf of the Spastic Association. 
The Gold Coast entrants who supplied the food and 
drink stalls and sold Art Union Tickets won ' t know 
f0r some time how much they have raised, but it will 
no doubt be well appreciated. 

The media played a very important part in advertising 
the fly- a-thon and informing the public of the change 
of venue when the weather did a reversal with wind 
direction. 

Sunshine Publications have commenced an article to 
show the many facets of hang gliding and its advances 
and stages of progress, which will come out in full 
colour in the Panorama magazine in January , and the 
fly-a-thon gave them a great chance for photos. 

Finally on behalf of the Miss Australia Foundation, 
in support of the Spastic Association, I'd like to 
thank everyone for their overwhelming support for 
this worthwhile cause and look forward to seeing 
everyone again next year. 

GRAHAM PUKALLUS 
QHGA Public Relations 
Officer 



NOBBY NOTES 
Well, at last we have had a reasonably fine month. 

We made the most of it too. To start off , we had 
two competitions, both at Mt Tamborine. 

The first was on 3 July , starting at lOam. There were 
two rounds, the first being a duration and spot 
landing . One point each minute for a maximum of 
sixty minutes, two points for the circle and five 
points for the spot . Second round was a XC. One 
point for every kilometre . 

Sixteen pilots entered . Scott Tucker our Competition 
Director paired us off and told us the order we would 
be going off in . 

The first four pairs off found the lift fairly scratchy, 
and on an average managed to get on l y fifteen minutes . 
By the time the last four pairs got off , the ground 
had heated up that little bit more , so there were 
some good sized thermals which enabled most 0= them 
to gel the sixty minutes . 

By the time we had set up for Round 2 , the conditions 
had deterior ated and the prospect of XC didn ' t look 
good . We then decided to have another duration. 

It was open window , so pilots took off when they felt 
the time was right. There wasn ' t much happening out 
there , and again on average , they were getting 15 
minutes . 

I took off at 3pm and headed for the hot rocks where 
I got a small thermal. I worked it for 10 or 12 
minutes to get 750 ' above , before I lost it . I 
headed out to the landing paddock where I got two 
more small thermals which enabled me to get 31 
minutes in all. 

After that the wind picked up a little making it j ust 
ridge soarable. The last lot off got about 25 
minutes and landed on top . 

We all met down at the Cunugra Pub where Scott re ar' 

out the placings . 

1. Scott Tucker Missile 180 84 

2 . Trevor Purcell Meteor 190 77. 5 

3. Berne Gonsaleuz Probe 165 73 

4. Vern Middleton Pulsa 165 72 

5. Butch Lewis Meteor 190 71 

6. Mike Lewis Pulsa 165 63.5 

7 . David Board Missile 180 45. 5 

8 . Dick Lys EF5 41 

9 . Graham Puka l lus Fledge 38 . 5 

10 . St eve Lys EF5 32 . ~ 

11. Barry Claph am Missile 180 32 

12 . Paul Dimech Missile 180 31. 5 

13 . ) Craig Latham Meteor 150 28 

13. ) Marie Tucker Meteor 150 28 

14. Bernie Panitz Missile 180 25.5 

15 . Gavin Howland Meteor 190 16 . 5 

The next competi tion was one week later , with same 
tasks as befor e . The only change being p i lot ' s 
n ames . Fifteen of them were drawn out of a hat for 
t h e pai ring o f f. 
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At the end of the first round there was only 4~ points 
separating first and last. The quickest glide down 
took only 6 minutes . That's got to be a record! 

Round 2 and again prospects of XC didn ' t look good. 
So it was another duration. Pilots took off at will. 
It looked like a repeat of Round 1 . But for thos e 
who waited , it payed off. 

Craig Latham started it - he got a small thermal which 
gave him 30 minutes. He was closely followed by 
Gernie Gonsaleuz , Scott Tucker and Vern Middleton who 
all came in to land wearing smiles from ear to ear . 
Scott landed on the spot . It made his day. 

1.) Bernie Gonsaleuz Probe 165 70 
1.) Vern Middleton Pulsa 165 70 
2. Scott Tucker Missile 180 66 
3. Craig Latham Meteor 150 37.5 
4 . Paul Dimech Missile 180 33 
5. Bernie Panitz Missile 180 21. 5 
6. Trevor Crane Meteor 170 1 7.5 
7. Gavin Howland Meteor 190 17 
8. Butch Lewis Meteor 190 15 . 5 
9 . ) Barry Clapham Missile 180 15 
9 . ) Bill Koorneff Swift 190 15 
9 . ) Graham Pukallus Fledge 15 
10. Steve Lys EF5 14 
11. David Board Missi l e 180 12 
12 . Marie Tucker Meteor 150 9 

Most of the year we have been f l ying Nobby , Mt 
Tamborine and Rosins . So a few of us , namely Scott 
and Marie Tucker , Gavin Howland , Barry Clapham , Craiq 
Latham, Paul Dermick , Craig Wilson , Melvin Buck and 
myself decided we would like a change of scenery. 

The weather forecast was for 20-30 knots SW winds . 
So we headed out to Beens Mountain just outside of 
Laidley. On the way out , we all had high expectatio ns 
of XC, but this was not to be . 

We met Bruce Ley in Laidley and from there made our 
way to the hill where we were confronted with our 
first obstacle . The track up was not in the best of 
condition and we didn ' t have a 4WD. We got to within 
100 metres from the top . From there we carried the 
gliders . By the time we had set up the wind had 
dropped and gone off to the north. We all ended up 
with 3 minute glides to the bottom . 

From there we had to get back to the cars which were 
on the other side of the hill, as well as getting 
the gear which we had left on top . So even though \·'e 
didn ' t fly XC , we covered a lot of ground , one way or 
another . 

Th e other b i g event for the month was the F l y - a - Thon 
in aid of t he Spastic Appeal . At the last moment the 
venue had to be changed from Tamborine to Rosins. But 
despite this the day was a great success with some 30 
pilots turning up . Graham Pukal l us who organised i t 
all , will be doing a write- up . 

At the next meeting of the Nobby Club , there will be 
a film on Wing Tip Vortex ' s shown. 

DAVID BOARD 
Secretary 



Postal Chaos 

We brought it upon ourselves I guess. PO Box 121 , 
Sutherland could no longer cope with the influx. 
Try as she might, the Post Mistress could not stuff 
another item of mail in the normally adequate 
receptacle . The response to our call for an Editor 
was overwhelming. (Even important mail from HGFA 
must have been displaced) . So rather than make a 
selection from that sack of applications , we fancied 
it more expedient to abandon the idea! 

State Titles 

Novocastrians, Shane , Chris Mac , Mollo and Bill Poole 
volunteered their services to organize the State 
titles . Preliminary discussions revealed split 
preferences over "week-long" or "multi-weekend " 
programming for the event. Either way unfortunately , 
someone has second choice. 

"Multi- weekends" have a win this time. (Full details 
appear this issue). So our commiserations to those whc 
would have preferred a week- long event . If anyone 
would like to lend a hand in any way , I ' m sure any of 
the four abovementioned organizers would be glad to 
hear from you . 

Competing or not , roll up and check the action . It 
looks like being a lively event . 

The Committee 

Wee McMathewson is reportedly lingering at an Italian 
resort with his feet in buckets of champagne no doubt . 
Too cold to come home yet Phil - we ' ll let you know 
when it warms up . 

Secretary Rob found a Pacific Island to her liking 
for the worst of winter , while Safety & Training guru 
Clyde peered into California ' s Owens Valley. He 
claims things were fairly mild for his visit and for 
much of the Classic . (It must have been on the perk 
days later when Larry Tudor flew 220 miles). 

Scott has given up roof racks and our money- minder 
Jane , is now sporting a shocking pink Mini-Mars. Keen 
an eye out , you can ' t miss her ! 
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Birds 

-95.? 

National Airspace Convention 

Next month will see DOA preside over the first officie 
airspace users convention. The theory seems to be the 
the man from the Department acts as umpire whilst 
glider pilots , skydivers, balloonists extraordinaire, 
jet jockeys , rigid and rotary wing petrol heads , hang 
divers and aero club weekend warr iors all elbow for 
their specific airspace requirements - should prove 
interesting! 

One important consideration I see for who- so- ever 
is presenting our case, is the recent developments 
in both vehicular and ultra- light tow launching in 
Europe and USA. We may well be utilising the flat 
lands ourselves before long. It might be sensible 
to support the minimum aircraft crowd to some extent, 
if we are soon to prevail upon them for what is a 
seeming l y safe ride to altitude . (Did some of those 
cloud streets over the flat lands ever catch your 
eye?) . 

Rumours 

At a da t e to be advised , the Novocastr i ans* are 
bunging on a prize giving night d inner dance. Also 
on a date to be advised, the Stanwell" crowd are 
alleged to be staging a bush band bun- fight at 
Coalcliff - proceeds of both will go to the next 
Worlds Team Fund. Sounds good to me. 

*That ' s the Newcastle blokes , Laurie . 

Facts 

The fine print on hang rating forms includes the 
following" . .... together with a stamped , self-addressed 
envelope" . Rob reckons some applicants are either 
more broke than NSWHGFA , or can ' t read fine print. 

These people she says , may be shown a low priority , 
such is her zeal in watching the coffers . Thanks 
folks . 

Regar ds , 
BRUCE CUNNINGHAM 



FROM THE SECRETARY ' S DESK 

Have you recently sent in a rating to be processed? 
Ask yourself these couple of questions: 

1) Did I send it to the post box in Sutherland? 
2) Did I enclose a stamped addressed envelope? 

If you didn ' t and you sent it to Victoria , then I 
haven ' t received it yet, or I have processed your 
rating, but not returned it . If you read your 
rating form closely , you would notice all the 
necessary things on there. The main reason for not 
returning them is the cost to the NSW Association, 
which works out to be quite expensive when added 
up. To you it's only 1 stamp and 1 envelope , to 
us it's up to 400 of each! Are you prepared for the 
state fees to rise? Of course not! Well, you'd 
better send a self addressed envelope from now on. 

Good luck to all you guys entering in the 1st Round 
of the State titles being held at Cooplacurripa , 
10/11 September. 

If any Safety Officers require rating forms, 
membership forms or temporary membership forms, 
please notify me as I will send what you require . 

Safe flying to all, 
ROBYN FARQUHAR 

HANG VI -
WINDSOCK 

colo u r yo u r . sky 

GREENoYELLOW 
REDoWH ITEoBLUE ? 

over 1 METRE 
stainless stee I hoop, terylene dacron 

aluminium stick 
Survivor 180 Km/h AHGMA Te~t-rig 

ONLY $10 E~~~t 
$5 re-sock 

STANWELL 
Ho6 GLIDING CENTRE 

PoOo BOX 88 
HELENSBURGH 2508 

l~~G~6G~0~OU 21J-~~aJ VWD Ha1isnv 
we teacn clnvone to fly bette r· .. be s t! 
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1983 New South Wales State Titles 

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club has formed a committee 
to run the 1983 NSWHGA Championships. The 
championships will be used as the sole selection 
criterion for the NSW team for the 1984 National 
Championships .(exceptions are those who finished 
in the first five places of the 1983 Nationals 
and those who are flying in a more prestigious 
competition overseas at the same time of the State 
compet i tion causing them to miss a round of the 
State titles). Points gained in the NSW 
championships will be eligible for the national 
point score ladder, provided five rounds are flown . 

The State titles will be held over several weekends. 
The venues are: 

Cooplacurripa 
Macksville 
Stanwell Park 
Cooplacurripa 
Watagans 

10/11 September 1983 
1/2/3 October 1983 
29/30 October 1983 
12/13 October 1983 
3/4 December 1983 

Our aim is to achieve a valid result for the 
competition in as few weekends as possible to save 
travelling . The second aim is to get the most points 
out of the rounds for the national point score 
ladder. 

At least 3 weekends of competition will be held. T' 
five good scoring r ounds have been completed by thp 
third weekend , the competition will conclude . If n'lt , 
the competition will continue into the fourth, or 
fifth weekend if necessary, until five good rounds 
are flown . 

Entry Fee: $25 payed on first day of competition 
Protest Fee: $20 

Compu lsory Requirements: Current H4 or 5 ratinq, 
altimeter , parachute , 
camera for turnpoint 
photos . 

Pi lots to organise own transport up hills and picku~s. 
Each entrant will receive an information brief 
containing a set of rules, tasks , locations of food , 
petrol , camping , phones etc . 

No rounds will be dropped from the competition. Thus 
to have a chance of winning you must compete in all 
rounds. The rounds will be divided into 4 heats (or 
5 heats depending on the number of entrants) . The 
points for each round will be based on the difficulty 
of the task using the formulas for the National Point 
Score Ladder . So a cross country task will be worth 
more than a duration task. Distances will be measured 
on NATMAP ' s 1:100 000 series or equivalent. 

In preparation for the country sites you might obtain 
the NRMA district maps for " LOWER NORTH COAST" and 
"MID NORTH COAST " or the national mapping 1: 250 000 
series of " OORRIGO", "HASTINGS " and " SINGLETON " . 

The meeting time for each weekend is 8 . 30am,Saturday . 



For the first weekend at Cooplacurripa , meet where 
the competitors camped at last year 's state comp , 
beside the creek at "DELRAY". Directions are: 
take the Wingham/Gloucester Road, then take the Mt 
George turnoff. Drive through the Mt George town
ship on the way to Nowendoc. About 34kms from 
Mt George, drive straight ahead through the cattle 
grid with the "COOPLACURRIPA" sign . Turn left, abo ut 
1.5kms from the grid , where an old refrigerator is 
beside the road and then drive to and cross the c r eek 
where the camping area is on private property. Siqns 
will be erected to show the way from the Mt George 
turnoff . 

For those unfamiliar with the area , the track to the 
top of the hill is 4WD . There is only creek water 
at the camping area and the nearest town is Mt George 
35kms away . The General Store which sells petrol 
does not open till 8 . 00am , so it is advisable you 
stock up before coming. 

If you wish to confirm whether any of the weekends 
are still on in case of floods etc, or any other 
information , you may ring me on (049) 454294 after 
8.00pm on the Thursday before the weekend of the 
competition . 

CHRIS McDONALD 
Competition Chairman 

skysooring industries 
PO Box 103, Thirroul 2515 

VAROIMETERS 
Hummingbird VE-10 .•.•..••.... $ 250 
Ball 620H, Sma ll audio 

vario •.•.•• $ 345 
Ball 651, Compact audio vario/ 

digital altime ter in 
padded bag ..••...... $620 

651 Bracke~.: •..•.• ~$26 
Warranty and Service included. 

KWIK CLAMPS ••.......••••..•••.•.... $2 

ALTIMETERS 
Thommen 2000-26 ••..•.•.•..... $150 
Wrist strap ..•..••.•...••.. . . ~.$15 

AIR SPEED ~NDICA~OR 
Hall wind meter with 

bracket ....•.• $40 

PA.RACHUTES 
Prolite Pulled Apex chute by A.A.S. 
Fastest opening, most efficient 
super compact. Weighs 3~ lbs.$ 420 
Container bag .•...•.•....••. . $23 

COCOON HARNESSES 
Advanced Air Sports ..... from $ :260 

phone SIeve K ennoid (042) 
61/194 
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Stanwell 

Snippets 
The economic situation being what it is, the prospects 
of a substantial sponsorship of the Lawrence 
Hargrave International are fast disappearing . But 
in any event, we intend to hold the competition on 
a reduced basis if we don ' t get any reasonable 
private sponsorship. As part of the Wollongong 
150th Anniversary Celebrations , we will hold a 3 
day open window competition on the l ong weekend in 
January. We will have some prize money, the exact 
amount of which will depend on our various fund 
raising activities . There should be enough overseas 
pilots around to make the competition "International" . 
But entry will be by invitation only . 

Part of our fund raising efforts wil l be raffle of a 
Kawasaki portable generator , kindly donated by 
Leyland Australia through the efforts of Wayne Allen. 

There was a rather frighten ing news report last week 
of a "proposal" by Wol l ongong Council to have Sydney ' s 
second airport somewhere on top of the escarpment. 
One proposal was to have the airport on the Appin Rd , 
which would bring the who le of our present flying area 
in controlled airspace . The other site was near 
Wilton, which would bring a 26km controlled air space 
radius in at Stanwell Park . So that would stop any 
flights south of Stanwell . Again, a total disaster 
from a hang gliding point of view. However further 
enquiries revealed that although the Council was 
considering the matter, it had not as yet proposed it 
to anyone, and a lready there is a fair bit of 
opposition to the use of an airport in water 
catchment areas . In any event , the hang gl i ding 
community ' s thoughts have been communicated quite 
strongly to the Council. Apparantly it did not occur 
to them that their proposal would be disastrous for 
a unique form of leisure on what they like to call 
the Leisure Coast. It remains to be seen whether 
or not the proposal gets anywhere . If the Council 
does put a serious proposal to the DOA, we may have 
to mobilise some strong political opposition . 

The next meeting will be held on the first Sunday 
in August at 7pm at Clive Gilmour's place, 2 Station 
Street , Stanwell Park . 

KIERAN TAPSELL 
Secretary 



ACT 
Hang gliding 

Association 

Membership 

Although winter is sti ll with us and flying has been 
kept to a minimum due to icy conditions , the 
Association has been swamped with an influx of new 
members. Some such members have been so keen to learn 
that instructors are being bombarded with "please 
teach me" phone calls - mind you , they are not 
complaining. 

New Site Book and Logo 

Mark Jolly is currently preparing a new ACT site b ook . 
Sites included will be not just situated in the l ocal 
region, but also sites near Tumit and on the South 
Coast. Mark, I am sure, would appreciate a bit of 
help in compi ling the necessary information needed 
to make this worthwhile booklet an ACT masterpiece. 

Pete Curs ley is also trying to organise a new club 
logo. Plenty of enthusiasm has been shown at 
monthly meetings , however not many ideas are being put 
down on paper . I only hope we don't have as much 
trouble as Kieran did in getting a Stanwell logo. 
Fancy offering $!! 

Articles Please 

Yes , I know its the winter and not a great deal of 
flying is being done around the district, but the 
lack of articles for Skysailor from ACT members is 
apalling. It's your section, so get off those fat 
backsides and please contribute some articles so as 
to put ACT as the Magazine's No 1 Association. 
(Remember Pete Curs ley and myself are just editors 
of the ACT segment, not journalists). 

BRETT FREEBODY 

Committee 

Tim Webb President 062 365123 (AH) 

Jeff Cotter Secretary 062 314794 (AH) 

Brett Freebody - Treasurer 062 957434 (AH) 

Mark Jolly Public Officer 062 515469 (;,H) 

Mark Patton 062 526423 ISH) 

Max Stonham 062 486870 (AB) 

Pete Curs ley HGFA Rep 062 477792 (AH) 
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IN STOCK NOW 

NE W CLOUDBASE HANDFAIRINGS 
Made from tough neoprene, ideal for all soaring . 
These hand warmers fit snuggly to the base bar 
leaving your hands free for secure-safe take off and 
fingers free for fine tuning of vario and radio. 
Only $27.00 per pair (includes postage). 

ALLENDALE HANG GLIDING HELMETS 
C loudbase has once again searched out a suitable 
helmet for the 'thinking' pilot, light strong 
poly-carbonate shell, polystyrene inner - completely 
lined. 
$49.00 (includes post.- Red, White, Blue, Orange, 
Yellow.) 

POSTERS! 
DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

CLOU DBASE :- MORE THAN A MERE FLIGHT OF 
FANCY. 



ON GOING DOWN SLOW 
Shapeup for the coming soaring season, at the 
VHGA's H2/H3 seminar on flying techniques. 

WHERE -MONASH UNI. 
Seminar Room, Sports + recreation Bld. 

WHEN - 7: 30 pm, 13 SEPTEMBER 1983 U -:.po~ 

~~ WHJlT - Soaring' 
--- - Cliffs 

-Thermals 
& much more 

Lecturer John Murby phd. 

,. 
t 

LAZY 
PARTY 
OUT! 
Richmond, August 2 VHGA President 
J.Reynoldson and his notorious Gang 
of Seven were ousted tonight in a 
bloodless coup. New Fuhrer, S.Ruffels, 
pledged to make sites the Association's 
first priority in its revolutionary 
l-year-plan for Victorian hang gliding. 

New office bearers: 
President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Competition Director 
Safety Director 
Publicity Officer 
Training Off icer 

Steve Ruffels 
Paul Donovan 
Greg Withers 

ROll Danaher 
Peter Wright 

Gavin Bond 
Rod Steele 

~OULD YOU BUY A USED ASSOCIATION FROM THI S MAN ? 
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RESULTS - 1982 DECENTRA LI SED CO~PS 

In November , December 1982 the victorian 
Decentralised Comps were held, They formed part of 
the Vic Comps but were ofaXC League format . If you 
remember Bruce Wynn and Ian O'Neill fought out the 
centralised part of the Comps and received portraits 
by Stuart Davies. Now Stu has turned the tables. 
This time the prizes are books - results and prizes 
follow : 

1st Stuart Davies (XC Soaring by Helmut Reichmann) 

2nd Bruce Wynn 

3rd Ian O'Neill 

(Meteorology for Gliding Pilots 
by Wally Wallington) 

(A Colour Guide to Clouds by 
Scorer and Wesler) 

Congratulations to all who participated, 

ROB DANAHER 



1983 VIC CaMPS - THE FRIENDLY ONES 

Summer is on the way so you know what that means -
the Vic Comps are on again . So dust off your varios, 
get your chutes repacked and join one of the great 
sagas of our time. 

At the end of the last episode, Bruce Whine just 
edged out Unreal. Will this be the year of Stewed 
Gravy? Or will Column Barry get up? 

So if you want to start the summer with some organised 
and amiable thermalling , this is a must! Pilots new 
to thermalling are especially welcome. Basic details 
follow : 

Location: Ben Nevis Area 

Dates: October 29 - Nov 
Nov 12,13 
Nov 26 , 27 

with following 
weekends as 
back-ups 

Entry Fee: $10 (make payable to VHGA.) 

~inimum 

Hang Rating: Hang 3 . 

Send 
Entries to: Vic Comps 

1 Lyndhurst Court 
HOPPERS CROSSING 

More details from Rob Danaher 

See you there , 

VIC 3030 

645 3400 (BH) 
749 5605 (AH) 

ROB DANAHER 

NEW VENUE FOR. 

~(Q)(11JlJ C=iJ~~~ 

HANG GLIDING CLUB, 
This popular institution still meets 
regularly on the first Tuesday of each 
month ...... . 

Where you can ........ . 

Corner a Safety Officer and get rated. 

Ask advice. 

Hear the latest gossip. 

Spend the night telling everyone how you 
gained 2000 ft. at Portsea last weekend. 

See the latest Hang gliding films. 

Advertize your old hang gliding gear. 

* Buy someone else 's old hang gliding gear . 

Get fed. 

Have a good time . 

. ...... ALL AT THE ANCHOR AND HOPE . 
481 CHAPEL STREET RICHMOND . 

ON THE F IRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH . 

SEE YOU IN THE 'BUGATTI' ROOM 

"M1Ke C. has a good Ranger, complete 
with triangel bar & bag - only $300. 28 
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The objectives of the VHGA are to promote the sport 
and to protect the rights and facilities of our 
members . The association must also promote the 
concept of safety-consciousness among the pilots . 
In 1983 your committee has tried to address all 
these objectives with some notable successes. 

Promotions: 

\~e have seen a favourable swing in public opinion 
toward hang gliding this year . This is due in part 
to the reduction in the fatality rate over the last 
few years, but largely due to the good exposure 
hang gliding has received in the media. 

A number of television specials have featured hang 
gliders this year . The film of Ron Greys flight on 
The Great Australigh Bight and "Birdmen of Kilomanjaro" 
are excellent advertising. 

The VHGA has encouraged media participation in all 
major competitions held in the State and this 
invitation was accepted by most networks when we 
held the annual Mt Buffalo XC Classic in January, 
with representatives of the 10 and 0 Networks 
arriving to record the action. 

To promote this competition among the tourists who 
visit Buffalo every summer we printed a quality 
handout brochure which was distributed at the 
Mt Buffalo Ranger station. Although 2000 of these 
were produced they were all gone within 4 days . 
The rangers have asked us to supply them with twice 
as many this year. 

The VHGA also mounted a float at Moomba which, 
although is won no prizes , was a first for us. 

Also at Moomba , the VHGA participated in Sky Day , 
with a static display of gliders both past and 
present, that was well attended. 

Members of thw VHGA were also involved in the 
production of another quality borchure "This is 
Hang Gliding" which has been distributed to all State 
Associations for promotional use . 



Safety: 

Th e Committee this year felt that the key to safet" 
lies in education . To these ends the VHGA held two 
seminars during the year. The first was an 
Advanced XC seminar with Mr Alan Patching of the 
Gliding Federation as main speaker. Additional 
tonics such as advanced micrometeorology and 
equipment were discussed . 

The second seminar was held for beginner to 
intermediate pi lots and covered a number of diverse 
topics. The Committee would like to thank all the 
speakers who gave up their time to teach at these 
seminars . 

Another seminar is planned for August 1983 on the 
s ubj ect o f "-Flying Techniques " . 

Safety Director, Ross Cowdell has been kept very 
busy this year signing rating cards , so we shall 
expect a large crowd. 

Sites: 

Possibly the most financially draining of all VHGA 
activities is maintenance and development of sites. 
This year , site development was most intense in the 
Mt Cole Range and the Mt Dandenong areas. 

Take- off is from the r iqh t h a n d r ock face . 

- Pilo t 'Turbo ' John Mueh lebach 

A subcommittee headed by Ian O' Neill was given the 
task of opening up the Mt Cole Range sites . Thanks 
to their effort , the finance supplied from VHGA funds 
a nd Forestry Commission co- operation there are now good 
access tracks to t h e Ben Nevis site and a c l earing 
and ramp at Mt Buangor . Negotiation s are underway 
for further track improvement and for better access 
to Mt Langhi Ghiran . 

Steve Ruffels and his team have opened up t h e Mt 
Dandenong site for use by H4/5 pi l ots and are now 
wo rking on making the take- o ff safe r by negotiating 
for the permission to const r uct a dirt ramp . 

The Committee wou l d like to thank al l the people 
who put in time and effort in working bees for 
these si tes . 

DOA Negotiations: 

Over the last 6 months the VHGA has b een trying to 
negotiate c l earances for l arge areas wi thin Victoric 
The submission we mad e has been deferred as our DOA 
contacts have advised us that a decision is now 
pending from the federal body on the current 
submi ssion from the HGFA . However , if that 
decision i~ delayed significantly we shall attempt 
to prioritize our own earlier submission to the 
Vic/Tas r egion . 

Competitions : 

Under the direction of Rob Danaher , the vic 
Competitions last year were a great success . The 
XC Classic as usual remains Australias ' most 
prestigous hang g liding event and next year will be 
run by Wesley Hill. Steve Ruffels retires as 
Classi c Director after doing a great job for 3 years 
Colin Barry is currently running a victorian Winter 
XC Competition . 

1982- 83 has been our best soaring season yet . With 
a responsible attitude by our members and a conti nu i 
concern for safety , we can expect the 1983- 84 season 
to be even better . 
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JOHN REYNOLDSON 
President 

III A n ~in lle III II~ II~ 
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39 M CKEAN ST. BOX HILL . MELBOURNE. VIC . 

PH. 03 - 890- 4 163. 

The GYRO is not certified to the USHGMA standards. 



CROSSWORD No. 000001 SOLUTION 

John Murby would like to disclaim responsibility 
for the abominable crossword in last month's 
issue. All further hate mail should be directed 
to one of the other perpetrators; Don Rottman, 
Sue Harvey or Wendy Everest. 
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MARK.ET PLACE 

Meteor 170 $1,200 . For the performance 
and handling you need, phone (03) 2777942. 

Sky trek Probe, 2 months old. 

Parachute - PA - Back-up. Age 3-4 years . 
3 months since repacked . 

Rob Danaher, 1 Lyndhurst Court , Hoppers 
Crossing, 3030. 749-5605 

Nimbus - excellent condition, seldom used. 
Spare new A-frame and a new prone harness 
included. This is a very clean glider. 
Min rating H2. $400.00 . 
Steve Palmer - 18 Maryland Drive, Corio. 
Phone 052 754228. 

Swift 170 in good condition. Red and brown 
double surface. Gold main sail. ~lany 
l.mprovements. (Best flight on this glider 
109kms) . $1000.00. 

Two brand new cocoon harnesses. XC type 
complete with water ballast containers 
inserts, carabina, pullies, clips, etc:, 
complete. Retail $375, will sell for cost 
$280 (see Nov '82 Skysailor). 
Ring I O'Neill (03) 8904163 (AH) . 



SA 

Moyes Missile 180. White with dark blue keel 
pocket . 8 months old , in good condition . 
Flown over 1000kms XC last summer. Must 
sell, probably going to Antarctica for 18 
months . Price slashed to $900 with ' Airborne ' 
French Connection thrown in! Min rating H3 . 
Phone Paul on 2960202 or 2987216 

Sky trek VK2 . ExceJlent condition , blue and 
yellow. Fitted with all factory extras . 
$500 . 00 . Suit Hl. 
Phone Pt Lincoln 086 824272 . 

Meteor 170 - in incredibly clean condition . 
This is the best performing and handling 170 
in Qld . My 105 km flight from Widgee to 
Kingaroy attests to that. Colours , black main
sail and mylar pocket. Bright yellow under
surface with bright green inlay on top of 
double surface . Rating H2 and up. Top value 
at $1090 - airfreighted anywhere in Australia. 
Ring after hours only 071 825610 . Nev Badior . 

Meteor 170 - All pale blue sail with red tips. 
In good flyable condition. Complete with a 
spare A frame assembly. A H2 can clean up his 
flying act . First offer of $750 buys this one . 
Contact Geef on 824428 or ring 825610 if no 
answer . Rating H2 and up . 

SkYSOllor 

SkYSOilor 

Skysoilor 

Skysailor 

BACK ISSUES - 50¢, 

VIC. 

NSW 
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SWIFT 170 , This is no ordinary swift , 
apart from the two tone blue sail 
with red L/E , aaranteed to attract crowds 
of young ladies just dying to help you 
take off, this glider is tuned to beat 
any glider out today , yes folks this 
glider is tuned to WIN . ... . . . . . .... ! 
Minimum hang rating 3 . Its a steal at 
only [$900 l dollars , thats right only 
$@)Dont mis out , ring now ! 
Gary Hickson. (053) 370389 . (free phone 
call from anywhere in Australia} 

Ball 631 compact audio vario with digital 
altimeter . Variable tone and volume. Audio 
up only or full range. Alternate battery 
supply . Includes bracket , rechargable 
batteries and charger . As new condition . 
$450 . Ring Glenn (02) 918 0038 . 

Super 2 - $200. 
Chevron - $300 . 
Both in excellent condition. Min hang 2 . 
Can deliver Canberra to Central Coast . 
Ring Peter on 062 863 944 . Reverse charges . 

Meteor 170. Blue and white with rainbow tips. 
Excellent condition. Urqent sale - will 
consider offers . Min rating Hl. 5900 . 
Phone Ross (02) 6(;22735 (BH) (02) 850544 (AH) 

Aquila 190. South African made Atlas type glider 
with semi - floating cross tube, 128 degree nose 
angle , 6 . 2 aspect ratio, 2 inch l eading edge 
and cross boom tubing. A superb handling 
machine in very good condition , ideal for the 
intermediate pilot . Min rating H2. 5700 ONO . 
Phone Peter Meredith (02) 4361641. 

Moyes Missile 180. 8 months old . Excellent 
condition. Dark green , with tips and keel 
pocket . Travelling to QLD August/September -
can make available to interested buyers. 
$1200 . 
Bob Barnes (065) 540416 , 

Instrument set wanted , prefer black on white 
dials , altimeter , ball 620 H vario, winter 
venturi ASI. 
Write to Geo Smith , 19 Crown St , Stockton 2295 . 



MOYES BOYS WIN 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

GT 190 not certified to USHGMA standards. 

GT 170 
NOW 

CERTIFIED 
TO USHGMA 
STANDARDS 


